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Congratulations and welcome to Sturt Bowling Club’s Pennants bowls teams. 

Pennant Bowls Season 2021-22 

 LINK 

CLUB HISTORY  
All clubs have history, but we are special!! We are the Sturt Bowling Club (@Unley Oval) 

www.sturtbowlingclub.com.au. 

The Club was founded in1903 and officially opened 1904. It is the oldest club still operating in its 

original location and the third oldest club in South Australia. 

Our entrance gate, the old clubhouse and fountain have Local Heritage status. 

Many significant people have been members, including Australian cricket captain and Magarey 

Medallist, Victor Yorke Richardson (grandfather of the famous Chappell brothers), Australian 

wicketkeeper and local MP Gil Langley are but two of the more famous. 

Our clubhouse is named in honour of Dr. Jack Petchell, a nine-time club singles champion, regular 

South Australian state player and in 1947 the Australian Singles Champion. “Doc” Petchell was 

inaugurated to Bowls SA Hall of Fame in 2021. 

We have our Club Motto framed on the wall. It has been very valuable: 

“NEVER EVER GIVE UP” 

PENNANTS OVERVIEW 
All Pennants games are played in line with ‘The Laws of the Sport of Bowls – Crystal Mark 3rd Edition 

Version 3.1 plus updates (Laws) and ‘Domestic Regulations April 2019’ (DR’s) and METROPOLITAN 

PENNANTS CONDITIONS OF PLAY as published each season. 

It is important to read the METROPOLITAN PENNANTS CONDITIONS OF PLAY as published each season 

for information regarding rules, times, conditions of play, etc. (published on Bowls SA website and 

club web site). 

Just as importantly please read the ‘Bowling Etiquette’ document with regards to Pennants play. 

Bowling Etiquette is a “code of behaviour” that bowlers adhere to around the world. Bowls is a friendly 

game and consideration for others, courtesy and good manners are a major part of its appeal. 

Details for the current pennant season can be found on the Club website. 

SELECTION 
The Selection Committee is appointed by the Board and is listed in the Contacts below.  

Selectors post Saturday Pennants teams on Monday night by 6pm and Wednesday Pennants teams 

on Thursday night by 6pm and are located both on the website and Pennants Selection board (located 

on the outside clubhouse wall between the office and locker rooms). An email is sent to each player 

that evening. 

Teams are also posted on the scoreboard inside the clubhouse adjacent to the bar and scores are 

updated immediately after each game. 

https://sturtbowlingclub.com.au/docs/admin/SBCBowls22.pdf
http://www.sturtbowlingclub.com.au/


 

It is important that any player selected for a Weekend Pennants match and subsequently not available 

shall notify the Chair of Selectors (or failing the Chair any Selector) as soon as possible but not later 

than 9.00am on the morning of the match and Wednesday Pennants match no later than 7.30am on 

the morning of the match. 

Furthermore, players who have prior knowledge of their unavailability for a forthcoming Wednesday 

or Saturday must place their names on the Unavailable List, provided on the Notice Board, no later 

than 5.00pm on Mondays. 

UNIFORM 
Players are required to be in uniform although in the lower teams there is flexibility for newer and fill 

in players. The Club provides one free playing top. Pants, skirts, and extra playing tops must be 

purchased through our Uniforms Manager. A name badge will also be provided. 

BOWLS 
You must apply Sturt Bowling Club bowls discs to your bowls (Refer Law 52.1.8 and DR 4.7); it makes 

it much easier to identify bowls (ask Secretary for a set). 

 
Two bowls are required for all games except for pairs matches which use 4 bowls. 

 
For Metropolitan Pennants competitions, the stamp of a current or future year is NOT required. 

PENNANTS SEASON 
The Sturt Bowling Club fields teams in both the Wednesday and Saturday Metropolitan Bowls 

Association Pennants Competition. 

• Wednesday Pennants teams consists of 12 or 16 players played in rinks of four players. Division 3 

and above consists of 1 x pairs, 2 x triples and 2 x fours. 

• Saturday Pennants teams consists of 12 or 16 players played in rinks of four players. 

 
Pennants season typically commences in October and ends in March with a 3-week break over 

Christmas. A finals series is usually played over 3 weeks. 

For the Pennants season draw go to Metropolitan Pennant Calendar – Metropolitan Bowls Association 

(metrobowls.com.au)  

 
Bowls SA has a Hot Weather policy that requires earlier starting times (refer to Club website). 

  

https://metrobowls.com.au/2021-22-metropolitan-pennant-calendar/
https://metrobowls.com.au/2021-22-metropolitan-pennant-calendar/


 

PRE-GAME PRACTICE 
Players can practice on any rink of the green of play prior to the draw of rinks for the game.  
 
Wednesday Pennants practice commences at 11:30am (or earlier if rinks available) for a 12:15 pm 
start and ceases with the completion of the end in play at 5:00pm. Games typically take between 3 
and 3.5 hours. An afternoon tea break is taken at 2:00pm for 15 minutes or less from the time the last 
team leaves the green. 
 
Saturday Pennants practice commence at 12:15 pm (or earlier if rinks available) for a 1:00pm start and 

ceases with the completion of the end in play at 5:45pm. Games typically take between 3 and 3.5 

hours. An afternoon tea break is taken at 2:45pm for 15 minutes or less from the time the last team 

leaves the green. 

 
Side Managers must ensure that the rink draw begins by 12:45 pm Saturday, 12 noon Wednesday and 
9:00 am on early start Heat Policy games. Once the draw for rinks has been completed, players should 
be notified, and practice must cease. Side Managers toss a coin to decide which team has the mat 
first. 
 
Two trial ends are permitted on the rink drawn with the number of bowls to be used in the game. 

SCORING 
Games are played as follows: 

• Fours (2 bowls per player): 21 ends. 

• Triples (2 bowls per player): 25 ends  

• Pairs (2-2-2-2 format): 18 ends 

If a match is declared an early start game under the Heat Policy as per Rules 7.1 - 7.5, then the number 
of ends played will be reduced to: Fours: 18 ends Triples: 21 ends Pairs: 15 ends with the minimum 
number of ends completed to declare a game “complete” to be altered as per Rule 5.7. 

The side with the highest total of shots for the day from all their rinks is the winner. 

The team earns 2 points for each winning rink and 10, 8 or 6 points (2 points per no. of rinks) for 

winning overall.  

Drawn rinks split the points. Ladder positions are determined by total points, then by the difference 

in shots for and shots against so EVERY bowl counts! 

The top four sides in each section play a McIntyre final 4 series to determine the winner. 

A promotion / relegation system is in place between Divisions. Generally, the bottom two sides are 

relegated and the two finalists from the grand final are promoted. 

For Pennants results go to the Metro Bowls portal. 

  

https://results.bowlslink.com.au/?root_object=competitions&root_id=9d00b3b2-15db-4d7e-acf4-096652ab2e18&root_type=club-group


 

BOWLS IS A TEAM GAME 
Leaders and Seconds are a mini team who, together, do the best they can to get a shot or two up, or 

at least a close second. If they can get up, then your rink WILL WIN most ends!! 

The Thirds and Skips are a Leadership team. They communicate with each other and support and 

encourage the Leaders and Seconds.  

Your rink is a team of four and you are in a side of either 16 or 12. 

Please note that players are only allowed to walk up to the head under the following circumstances: 

• Pairs: 
o Leads: after delivery of their third and fourth bowls 
o Skips: after delivery of each of their second, third & fourth bowls  

• Triples: 
o Leads: after delivery of their second bowl  
o Seconds: after delivery of their second bowl  
o Skips: after delivery of each of their bowls  

• Fours:  
o Leads and Seconds: after the third player in their team has played their second bowl 
o Thirds: after the delivery of their second bowl  
o Skips: after delivery of each of their bowls.  

 
In exceptional and limited circumstances, a Skip can ask that a player walks up to the head earlier than 
described above. 

HOME GAMES (9 in a season): 
• Pre-game practice: We encourage all players to have a roll up, especially on the green they are 

playing on. 

• Game Time: When it’s time to start your Skipper will advise which rink number. You assemble and 

introduce yourself to the opposition players. Play ‘starts’ with everyone having 2 up and 2 back. 

This is a very important time to observe the starting playing conditions – the breeze, the speed of 

the green – and to confirm the amount of grass you will take. 

• Leaders: Whenever it is ‘our mat’ you place it IMMEDIATELY; one of your roles is to ensure no 

time is wasted in between ends. The mat must be placed on the centre line at least 2 metres from 

the ditch. The jack must be rolled at least 21 metres from the front of the mat.  

• Seconds: You are the scorer (in Fours) and should check your score card with your opposition 

scorer after every end is completed and keep the scoreboard up to date every time you are at the 

scoreboard end. 

• Thirds: You are the measurer. Always measure close ones, never give away anything close without 

a measure. Do not move any bowls until score is agreed with opponent. Be patient and polite with 

your opposition despite their manner!! 

• Skips: You are the Leader, the Captain. You must be positive and always encourage.  

• Side Manager: Each side has an experienced player as the Manager. They arrange scorecards and 

liaise with the opposition Manager to ensure a smooth day. 

• Umpires: Called to act as a Measurer and adjudicate on rules. Names are posted on the board 

outside the Change Rooms. Names are posted on the board outside the Change Rooms. 

• Measurers: Called to measure disputed shots, mat placement, jack length, bowls in play, etc. At 

Sturt we do not distinguish Measurers separately from Umpires. 



 

• Afternoon tea: Host clubs provide afternoon tea. Play stops, everyone sits at a table 

corresponding with their rink number. Our afternoon teas are made fresh by club volunteers. We 

pay a small fee each per home game.  

After the game 
It is etiquette to invite your opponent in for a drink and a chat. 

This is followed by a brief summary of the days results and the presentation to the Rink of the Day for 

having the biggest winning margin, irrespective of the game result.  

The President enjoys buying everyone a celebratory drink when all teams win!  

Duty Rinks 
About 3 times a season your rink will be designated as ‘Duty Rink’, responsible for setting up and 

putting away the equipment. This must be completed 1/2 hour before start of practice (i.e. 11am on 

Wednesdays and 11:45am on Saturdays). Pack can start once all rinks on each green are completed 

for the day. 

There is a list of duties posted on both the website and Notice Board adjacent to the bar. 

Duty Rinks are nominated on each Team selection. 

AWAY GAMES (9 in a season): 

Travel 
You are free to travel directly from home or meet at the club. If travelling directly please indicate on 
the small blackboard (located outside the office). We encourage shared travel, if convenient, and we 
also encourage rinks to travel together. 
 
Departure times are included on the Team selection notice. 

Arriving at an away game 
On arrival look for a notice board that tells you which Green you will be playing on. Go there and have 

some practice roll ups with your own team members if they are available. All greens are slightly 

different, and the prevailing breeze should be noticed. Having some roll ups helps you to establish 

how much grass to take and how fast the green is. 

After the game 
Everyone is encouraged to return to the club after away matches for a brief summary of the days 

results and the presentation to the Rink of the Day for having the biggest winning margin, irrespective 

of the game result.  

The President enjoys buying everyone a celebratory drink when all teams win!  

  



 

WHO CAN I ASK? 
On Match days your Skipper is probably the most available person, but any Committee Member, or 

person listed in the Contacts list or experienced member will be able to assist. 

If it is a Selection matter, check with the Selection Chair.  

Other issues are best directed to our Member Protection Information Officer and / or President. 

MOBILE PHONES 

The use of mobile phones or any similar electronic device (including radios) on the green or immediate 
surrounds during play is not permitted.  

Should a player have a legitimate reason (personal emergency or medical/emergency services 
personnel) to ANSWER a mobile phone during play they must notify the Umpire of the Day prior to 
playing.  

The phone may be carried by the player but must be silent and responded to on the bank away from 
play. (refer METROPOLITAN PENNANTS CONDITIONS OF PLAY - Mobile Phones) 

PENNANTS TEAM PRACTICE 
Pennants practice for all Pennants competitions is held on Friday afternoons throughout the season. 

Coaches can make themselves available for tuition. Refer to the web site and notice boards for more 

details. 

PRACTICE/COACHING 
The Bowls Performance Group (and other experienced players) are willing to provide coaching, advice, 

practice drills etc. Please ask.  

 

Jacks and Mats are kept in the Night Owls room and can be used at any time, and there are also a 

small number of these inside the electrical box outside. Friday afternoon / evenings is common 

practice time. Sunday mornings are the best time for coaching assistance. 

 

Please refer to our web site for further details. 

  



 

OTHER 

Locker Rooms 
A personal locker is available to store equipment. See House Manager. 

Toilets are at both ends of the club. 

Green/Rink Availability 
Main Blackboard (Outside Night Owls room) shows of Greens’ availability. Both Greens are rested 

every Monday and occasionally during the season for maintenance. 

Club Tournaments 
Nomination sheets for Championship Singles, Ladies Singles, Handicap Singles and Championship 

Pairs. We encourage all members to experience the different formats of bowls. Participation can be 

daunting to start with, but very valuable. Matches are played at mutually convenient times. (Tue-Fri 

from 4.00 or Sunday morning). See Club Noticeboard directly adjacent to the bar.  

Notice of a scheduled Club Championship game is posted on the Main Blackboard. 

Club Notices  
Club Notices will appear regarding the Season program, the Hot Weather Policy (some games will 

probably start early), our Club tournament and other Clubs’ tournaments. See Club Noticeboard 

directly adjacent to the bar. 

Club functions 
We hold a Christmas Lunch early December and a Wind-Up Lunch in April. Names are needed on the 

sheets because we need bookings in advance for catering purposes. See Club Noticeboard directly 

adjacent to the bar. 

Bowls SA and Metropolitan Bowls Association 
Bowls SA and Metropolitan Bowls Association are the two peak bowls association in South Australia. 

Bowls SA looks after State events, club policies and support and overall governance of the sport. Metro 

Bowls Association run the Pennants competitions, including the draws, playing conditions and finals. 

TAYLORS CUP 
Taylors Cup is a competition open to all members and is played on every second or third Sunday during 

the Pennants season. It runs from 6pm to around 9pm and comprises 10 players. 

There is one match each of singles, pairs, triples, and fours. 

The nomination sheet for this competition is on the main Clubhouse Noticeboard. 

CLUB OPEN TIMES 
From September, the Club is open Tuesday – Friday from about 3:30 until 6:30pm and later if there is 

an event on. On Sunday we are open from about 10am for a couple of hours. 

You are welcome to bring family and friends for a roll up any time (refer to Notice Boards or website 

to check Green availability) or to visit the bar. 



 

OUR CLUB IS ‘OPEN FOR BUSINESS’ 
In season we conduct Night Owls every Tuesday and Thursday night with over 100 players each night. 

Club volunteers are essential to Night Owls success. (See Convenors details in Contact List). 

We also host (for a modest fee) approximately 25 social groups, work groups and other sporting clubs 

for functions throughout the year. Please enquire. 

We are open throughout the year and have winter bowls for members and friends Wednesday and 

Saturday afternoons. 

CLUB COMMUNICATIONS 
Our website will be invaluable to you; Google “Sturt Bowling Club”. 

Regular emails are sent to club members with relevant information by the Club President, Secretary, 

and Chairman of Selectors. Please ensure we have your current contact details 

Regularly check the notice boards for current information/events. 

  



 

BOWLING ETIQUETTE 
Bowling Etiquette is a “code of behaviour” or “good sportsmanship” that bowlers adhere to around 

the world. Bowls is a friendly game and consideration for others, courtesy and good manners are a 

major part of its appeal. Thoughtfulness and common sense are the keys to etiquette. 

• Inconsiderate distractions such as loud noises or conversation, visible movement of players, 

objects or shadows, impact of kicked bowls, etc. should be avoided while a bowler is on the mat. 

• Bowlers should introduce themselves to each member of the opposing rink before play 

commences. 

• Bowlers should fairly share the task of kicking bowls back after completion of an end. 

• Bowlers should give the skip their loyal support and comply with directions. 

• In changing ends, players should avoid straying onto neighboring rinks. 

• Opposing leads should facilitate play by courteously handing the mat and jack to each other, as 

convenient. 

• After bowling each bowl, step off the mat to the right. As you approach the mat to bowl, do so 

from the rear left. Though not essential, this is a useful habit of convenience to avoid collisions! 

• Do Not Drop That Bowl. 

• It is good sportsmanship to acknowledge displays of exceptional skill. 

• Never applaud lucky shots, never complain about lucky shots, and admit a lucky shot with good 

grace. Do not say thanks for a bad shot that goes your way. It may be your turn next! 

• Do not criticize the playing surface.  

• Do not criticize the performance of colleagues. No one plays a bad bowl on purpose. 

• Possession of the rink belongs to the player or team whose bowl is being played. As soon as each 

bowl comes to rest, possession of the rink transfers to the opposing player or team AFTER allowing 

time for marking a toucher as soon as it comes to rest. (Law 13 of Laws of the Sport of Bowls). 

• Bowlers should not interfere with the head until the result of the end has been agreed. 

• If an Umpire/Measurer is called, move away to the bank unless otherwise requested by the 

Umpire/Measurer; their decision is final. 

• Players at the head end should be ready to stop deflected bowls from crossing into the adjacent 

rink and interfering with neighboring games; likewise, be alert to prevent bowls from adjacent 

rinks from messing up your own head. Pay attention! 

• Bowlers should thank each member of the opposition and teammates at the end of the game. 

• After the game it is customary to offer a refreshment to your opponent and for the opponent to 

reciprocate. 

• Players should avoid making excuses for their lack of success on the day as a topic of conversation 

 

No laws governing a sport can cope with every situation. Unusual situations not covered can arise. The 

Laws of the Sport of Bowls have been drawn up in the spirit of true sportsmanship. Common sense 

and a spirit of fair play must be used when unusual situations not covered by the Laws arise. 


